I shall have the honour in this paper to submit to the Society, the results of the experiments I have made to ascertain if any difference of composition exists between James's powder and the antimonial powder ; and, consequently, if the preference which is given to the former, even by scientific physicians, be well or ill founded.. As the subject is of some importance in relation to the practice of physic, independent of all economical considerations, I trust I need not offer an apology for entering into some minute details to avoid obscurity, and render the proofs as conclusive as possible.
The specific gravity of James's powder, I find to be 4.0 And, in conformity with this experience, I find that James's powder possesses very little activity, and that it may be taken in doses of twenty and even of sixty grains with safety, in which quantities its usual effect is purgative, followed by relaxation of the skin, and an increased tendency to perspire. My experience of the effects of the antimonial powder is also in conformity with the preceding observations on the oxides, and I find that it is very little more active than James's powder, and that it may be given with safety in doses nearly equally large. The necessary conclusion, then, is, that if either preparation be deserving of preference for its mildness of effect, it is James's powder.
Whether it is deserving of the high reputation which it possesses amongst the medical profession, 
